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ANDHRA PRADESH AND KARNATAKA FLOODS - 2009

“More needs to be done”  
The Indian Red Cross Society aims to inspire, encourage and initiate at all times all forms of

humanitarian activities so that human suffering can be minimized, alleviated and even prevented and thus contribute to creating a more congenial climate for peace.
India: Floods 2009                                        
Date: 15th Oct 09
The Indian Red Cross Society is the largest humanitarian organization in India with over 12 million volunteers and members. It has a network of 700 branches spread all over the country. It is also a member of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian organization with millions of its volunteers active in over 186 countries.

In Brief

Indian Red Cross Society is tirelessly working towards easing the sufferings of the flood victims in India with the non food items and service assistance. As an immediate response to the floods, the Indian Red Cross Society has already responded with relief items amounting to INR 32,061,500. However more needs to be done. Hence, trained assessments teams were deployed to assess the exact requirements at field level, based on which, the Indian Red Cross Society plans to provide an assistance of INR 147,509,733 to address the needs of 125,000 persons/ 25,000 house holds for a period of six months. The Appeal is based on the needs described below reflecting the information available at this time.

For support to or for further information concerning the Indian Red Cross Society programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please log on to the Indian Red Cross Society Website at http://www.indianredcross.org 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

 Indian Red Cross Society: Secretary General; email: disasterresponse@indianredcross.org; phone: +91.11.2371.6441; fax: +91.11.2371.7454

The Situation

Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka are reeling under one of the worst floods in last 100 years. The death toll due to heavy rains has risen to 384 and displaced 674,500 people. The other States affected during the current monsoon season are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam and Orissa. 

Indian Red Cross Society, National Headquarters immediately responded by releasing family pack items, water sanitation units, mosquito nets and tents. Regular video conferencing meetings with the State branches are held to closely monitor the situation. Meetings with the Partners are also being held to share the flood situation and Indian Red Cross Society response to those in need of assistance. 
In Andhra Pradesh, eleven districts have been affected of which Kurnool, Mahabubnagar and Krishna are the worst affected. The flooding has been mainly caused due to depression over the Bay of Bengal which has resulted in intensive rains and overflowing of Krishna river. In view of the grim situation Indian Red Cross Society, National Headquarters has responded immediately by releasing 5,000 family packs, 20,000 mosquito nets, 1,000 tents and 2,500 stoves. Each family pack comprises of a dhoti, a tarpaulin, two mosquito nets, two bed sheets, a blanket, a towel, a sari, a kitchen set and a plastic bucket. The approximate cost of these family pack items is INR 27,470,000. Four Water purification units each of capacity 5,000 litres per hour have also been mobilised. The State Branch has also been provided with cash assistance to cover the operational costs. Red Cross Volunteers are involved in coordinating relief distributions, search and rescue, disinfecting the potential water sources and working with Government medical teams. The Andhra Pradesh Red Cross State branch is collecting local donations, food packets and packaged drinking water for distribution in the flood affected communities.

In Karnataka, 15 districts have been affected and thousands have been rendered homeless. The State Government has set up 589 relief camps which housed 177,000 people. In view of the flooding, Indian Red Cross Society, National Headquarters immediately responded by releasing 2,000 each of woollen blankets and kitchen sets. The approximate cost of the relief items provided is Rs 1,070,000.

In Bihar, due to heavy rains, excess water was collected in the catchment areas of the major rivers. Eleven districts have been affected. In an immediate response, the National Headquarters released 1,000 family pack items amounting to Rs 1,641,500.

State wide detailed situation:

ANDHRA PRADESH

The worst floods in the region in 100 years have left a trail of destruction, rendering over 200,000 homeless in Kurnool, Mahabubnagar, Guntur and Krishna districts and damaging crops over a vast area. Incessant torrential rainfall has occurred from 28th September, 2009 to 02nd October, 2009, leading to flash floods. Most parts of the State are heavily flooded.

Extent of damage

	No. and names of severely affected districts 
	05 districts: Kurnool, Krishna, Guntur, Nalgonda and Mahabubnagar 

	Number of villages affected
	571

	Population affected
	18.16 lakh 

	Number of human deaths
	73

	Number of cattle perished
	27,340

	Number of houses damaged
	178,283


· About 7.3 lakh people in Mahabubnagar, 1 lakh people in Kurnool & 1 lakh people in Vijaywada districts have been rescued / evacuated from the affected areas.  

· 204 irrigation tanks have been breached.

· 47,991 hectares of cropped area has been damaged

KARNATAKA

Incessant torrential rainfall has occurred in the State which has led to flash floods. Some parts of the State have been flooded.

Extent of damage
	No. and names of severely affected districts 
	16 districts : Belgaum, Gulbarga, Bijapur, Raichur, Dharwad, Bagalkot, Bellary, Koppal, Haveri, Bidar, Gadag, Davanagere, Karwar, Dakshina Kannada, Chikaballapura and Chitradurga

	Number of villages affected
	4,292

	Number of human deaths
	227

	Number of cattle perished
	7,882

	Number of houses damaged
	5.26 lakh

	Crop area affected (in ha)
	11.34 lakh


UTTAR PRADESH

Due to heavy rains the major rivers were flowing above the danger mark. The affected Districts are Gorakhpur, Gonda, Baharich, Lakhimpur Khere and Sitapur.
(a)
Extent of damage

	No. and names of severely affected districts 
	14 districts 

	Number of villages affected
	418

	Number of population affected
	5.83 lakhs

	Number of human deaths
	29

	Number of cattle perished
	04


ORISSA
Due to incessant rains in Mayurbhanj district, the water level of Jalaka river crossed its danger mark and flooded the low lying areas. Further, the water level in Mahanadi, Bramhani, Baitarani, Subarnarekha, Bansadhara and Rishikulya rivers increased due to low-pressure and constant raining which increased the water level.

 

(a)
Extent of damage

	No. and names of severely affected districts 
	06 districts : Balasore, Bhadrak, Cuttack, Jajpur, Keonjhar & Mayurbhanj

	Number of villages affected
	432

	Number of human deaths
	03

	Number of houses damaged
	12,547


BIHAR
Around 1.5 million people were affected by the deluge in 11 North Bihar districts where floods have claimed 52 lives so far. The Kosi, Bagmati, Mahananda, Kamala Balan and Adhwara group of rivers were inundated with water following heavy rains in their catchment areas. 
The eleven districts affected by floods are West Champaran, Sitamarhi, Darbhanga, Madhubani, Muzaffarpur, Purnia, Saharsa, Supaul, Kishanganj, Gopalganj and Katihar. About 1,683,000 people are affected in 1,509 villages.
Needs
Following assessment reports and recommendation by the Indian Red Cross Society State branches, 25,000 house holds affected by the floods will be selected for emergency response in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Assam, Orissa, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. 
The following is the beneficiary selection criteria:

Families most affected by floods, living along the road side or on embankments in makeshift houses.

Families headed by women (widows, divorced women without income)

Families which have disabled persons and other socially excluded groups.

Families who have not been beneficiaries or recipients of any substantial assistance, specially housing, by the Government of India, Non-Governmental Organizations and other organizations.

Farmers/ cultivators who have lost most of their means of livelihood.

A. Immediate needs

Shelter: 
In most of the flood affected areas, there are thatched houses. Thousands of such houses have been swept away or have collapsed fully or partially. In some places, though the houses have not collapsed, mud has spread everywhere in the houses forcing people to take shelter in the camps or on the road side. These families are in dire need of temporary shelter such as tents and tarpaulins.
Non- food family items: 
More than 4,000 villages have been affected by the flood alone in the State of Karnataka. Many families affected by floods have lost their belongings as they were awaiting to be evacuated. At the last moment they had to leave their homes, leaving behind all the household items. During this flood fury, many people are left with nothing. Though the efforts of the Government and other community based organisations can really be appreciated, there is still the needs for the non-food items which can be addressed by the Indian Red Cross Society.

Required Non food items 
	Item
	Units Per family 
	Families to be covered

	Blanket
	1
	25,000

	Saree
	1
	25,000

	Dhoti
	1
	25,000

	Towel
	1
	25,000

	Kitchen Set
	1
	25,000

	Stove
	1
	15,000

	Plastic Bucket with lid
	1
	25,000

	Cell less Torches
	1
	15,000

	Bed Sheet
	1
	50,000

	Mosquito nets (As justified in health and hygiene sectoral analysis)
	2
	50,000

	Soap
	1
	25,000


Health and hygiene:
Hygiene kits are of immediate need. Sanitation in the villages and in and around the relief camps require need to be improved. Open defecation, stagnant water, muddy streets and garbage in such large quantities were observed in the affected areas. Even though, food and non-food items, like clothes, have been supplied by Government and many other organizations, hygiene kits were not distributed as per the need. Considering the possibility of second wave of Influenza A (H1N1) in the coming months and people from affected areas living in crowded places (camps, relief shelters etc), hygiene kits need to be supplied.

As the stagnant water and garbage which poses a risk of vector borne diseases like malaria, dengue and chikungunya, mosquito nets need to be supplied to the affected families.
Handouts/pamphlets with information in local languages about maintaining hygiene and sanitation and preventing diseases (like Influenza A) should also be distributed in order to raise awareness.
Water and sanitation: 
Flood water has contaminated drinking water sources. If this water is consumed by people, it may pose serious problems to their health. Therefore, distribution of chlorine tablets and the deployment of water purification units are required to meet the need of safe drinking water on a large scale.
Proposed Operation
The overall goal of the operation is to provide relief support to 25,000 families affected by the floods in the country. The proposed operation will be addressing the components of immediate needs. It is expected to be implemented over the next six months. All the components will be addressed concurrently from the start of the operation.
A) Relief

1. Shelter

Objective 1:  To provide temporary shelter to 2,500 families until alternative permanent arrangements are made.
Activities planned:

 Distribution of general purpose tents as temporary shelter material for 2,500  

 families in the most affected districts from Indian Red Cross Society        emergency stocks.
Expected result:

 2,500 most flood affected families are provided with emergency/temporary 
    shelter.
2. Distribution of non-food items

Objective 2: To provide non food items to 25,000 families most affected by the flood.
Activities

 Distribution of family packs to the 25,000 flood affected families.
 Distribution of 15,000 stoves to the flood affected families.



 Distribution of torches to15,000 families. 
Expected Result(s)

 25,000 families are provided with non food items.
3. Health and Care

Objective 3: Provide health and care to the people in the flood affected areas by promoting the use of mosquito nets and by disseminating good hygiene practices.
Activities

 Distribution of mosquito nets to 25,000 families.

 Dissemination of information on maintaining hygiene, sanitation and preventive diseases amongst the flood affected population.

Expected results:

 25,000 flood affected families are provided with mosquito nets.

4.  Water and sanitation

Objective 4: To reduce the risk of water borne and water related diseases through the provision of safe water and sanitation
Activities:

 Assess water and sanitation needs in affected areas and also in the 
    shelters to plan an integrated programme.

 Distribution of 1.5 million chlorine tablets in the flood affected areas.

 Deployment of four water purification units to meet the needs of safe drinking water of the affected communities.

 Provision of water storage for 25,000 families at house-hold level

 Distribution of soap to 25,000 families

Expected Results

 The most affected families living in temporary shelters have access to safe 
    water supplies, sanitation facilities and hygiene promotion.
 Access to safe drinking water for the flood affected communities is improved.

 Reduction in incidences of water borne diseases.

Target population per intervention

	Sr. No.
	State 
	Item
	Beneficiary Families

	2
	Andhra Pradesh
	Family packs
	10,000

	3
	Andhra Pradesh
	Cell-less torches
	10,000

	4
	Andhra Pradesh
	Tents
	2,500

	5
	Andhra Pradesh
	Chlorine tablets/bleaching powder
	10,000

	6
	Andhra Pradesh
	Water purification units
	Camps

	7
	Andhra Pradesh
	Stoves
	10,000

	8
	Karnataka
	Family packs
	7,500

	9
	Karnataka
	Cell-less torches
	5,000

	11
	Karnataka
	Stoves
	5,000

	12
	Uttar Pradesh
	Family packs
	7,500


Partnerships and Coordination

The Indian Red Cross Society is working closely with the State and District branches and other partners, sharing information on a regular basis. 
Budget summary
	 
	Quantity
	Unit Price
	 INR  

	Relief needs

	1
	Family Pack items  
	25,000 
	2,000 
	50,000,000 

	2
	Chlorine tablets  -Consolidated 
	    1 
	1,500,000 
	1,500,000 

	  3
	Mosquito nets 
	 50,000 
	 220 
	11,000,000 

	4
	Stove 
	15,000 
	3,000 
	 45,000,000 

	5
	Cell less Torches 
	 15,000 
	800 
	12,000,000 

	6
	Water and sanitation -6 Units
	   1 
	1,200,000 
	1,200,000 

	7
	Soap
	 75,000 
	    20 
	1,500,000 

	8
	 Visibility material, training, IEC Material
	     1 
	  1,000,000 
	1,000,000 

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	123,200,000 

	Transport Storage and Vehicle Cost                  

	9
	Warehousing and Storage 
	 
	 
	6,899,200 

	10
	Transport and vehicle costs including loading & unloading
	 
	 
	 862,400 

	11
	Repackaging and packaging material
	 
	 
	 800,000 

	 Sub Total 
	 
	 
	 8,561,600 

	Distribution and monitoring costs

	12
	Field work, volunteer support
	 
	 
	3,696,000 

	13
	Information expenses
	 
	 
	1,232,000 

	14
	Administrative and general expenses
	 
	 
	1,232,000 

	 
	 Sub Total 
	 
	 
	6,160,000 

	Total
	 
	 
	 137,921,600 

	Programme Support

	15
	Programme Support ,
	 
	 
	 9,588,133 

	Grand Total
	 
	 
	147,509,733 

	Family Pack contents: Dhoti-1, Saree-1, Blanket-1, Towel-1, Bed Sheet-2, Kitchen Set-1, Mosquito net-2, Bucket with lid-1, Soap-1


“More needs to be done”  
General Public as well as organisations in India may contribute financially (by way of demand draft / pay order/ cheque) to the Indian Red Cross Society, National Headquarters, New Delhi for enhancing its humanitarian activities. (Website at http://www.indianredcross.org  disasterresponse@indianredcross.org  phone: +91.11.2371.6441; fax: +91.11.2371.7454) 
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